FELINE GASTROINTESTIONAL

Feline gastrointestinal (Gl) issues can range from mild to serious, with
common signs including vomiting, diarrhea, weight loss, and decreased
appetite. Early detection and veterinary consultation are crucial for proper
diagnosis and management.

Common Feline Gl Issues and What to Look For:

Gastroenteritis:

Inflammation of the stomach and intestines, often caused by infections,
parasites, or dietary indiscretion.

« Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, loss of appetite.
Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD):

Chronic inflammation of the Gl tract, potentially leading to persistent
symptoms.

« Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, weight loss, lethargy, and
decreased appetite.
Chronic Vomiting:

Persistent or recurring vomiting, which can be a sign of various Gl or
systemic issues.

« Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, weight loss, decreased appetite,
muscle wasting, poor hair coat.
Dietary Issues:

Food sensitivities or intolerances can cause Gl upset.

« Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, gas, skin issues.
Other GI Problems:
Hairballs, foreign body ingestion, and certain cancers can also cause Gl
iIssues.

What to Do if You Suspect Gl Problems:

« Observe your cat: Pay attention to any changes in appetite, bowel
movements, or behavior.

« Contact your veterinarian: If you suspect your cat has a Gl problem,
seek veterinary advice promptly.

« Provide adetailed history: Share information about your cat's
symptoms, diet, and any recent changes in their environment or
routine.



Follow veterinary recommendations: Adhere to any dietary changes,
medications, or other treatment plans prescribed by your veterinarian.

Consider a diet trial: In some cases, a diet trial with a novel protein or
hydrolyzed diet can help identify food sensitivities.

Be prepared for diagnostic testing: Your veterinarian may
recommend blood tests, fecal tests, or other diagnostic procedures to
determine the underlying cause of your cat's Gl problems.

Manage dehydration: If your cat is vomiting or experiencing diarrhea,
ensure they are staying hydrated by offering plenty of water or
electrolyte solutions.

Monitor for complications: Severe or persistent Gl issues can lead to
dehydration, malnutrition, and other complications, so monitor your cat
closely and seek veterinary care if necessary.



